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Among the state’ s most luminous assets is August Derleth, the internationally famous author of more than
150 books, many celebrating the Midwest and its people. Walden West, reissued here for the first time since
itsoriginal publication in 1961, is considered by many to be Derleth’ s masterpiece.

Derleth was a chronicler with his ear uniquely attuned to this northern region. In his Sac Prairie Saga, of
which Walden West is the crowning volume, he captures the essences of midwestern village life with his
distinctive combination of narrative and prose-poetry. The book is a seamless series of anecdotes,
meditations, character sketches, evocations of the landscape, and celebrations of its human and animal life.
In sections such as “ The choir of the frogs,” and “Oh, the smell of the grass,” and “Mrs. Opal Kraz” we
mest, in al their small-town particularity, rich symbols of America’ srural origins and experience. In other
sections—" The voices of the wind are endless in their variety” and “If there is one winter voice informed
with wildness’—we are treated to the music of the land. And in others still—"Millie Pohimann,” “Old Mrs.
Block,” “The Buchenau Women” —we sampl e the inimitable melody the people bring to their places. Inall
casesitisafeast.

Derleth himself called Walden West “an exposition on three related themes: on the persistence of memory;
on the sounds and odors of the country; of Thoreau—the mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.” But
one also comes away from these pages with a sense of the comedy and lyricism of the American rural
experience, of the rootedness of its people to their land, and of the miraculous, teeming variety of the land
itself. Itisadgift to usal that the book is now available again.
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From reader reviews:
Jess Cooke:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or that for al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Walden West (North Coast Books).
All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Brian Wallace:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this Walden West (North Coast Books).

ArnulfoWalls:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Walden West (North Coast Books) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Heather Robertson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Walden West (North Coast Books) offer you anew experience in reading through a book.
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