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Socrates' Ancestor is a rich and poetic exploration of architectural beginnings and the dawn of Western
philosophy in preclassical Greece. Architecture precedes philosophy, McEwen argues, and it was here, in the
archaic Greek polis, that Western architecture became the cradle of Western thought. McEwen's appreciation
of the early Greek understanding of the indissolubility of craft and community yields new insight into such
issues as orthogonal planning and the appearance of the encompassing colonnade - the ptera or "wings" - that
made Greek temples Greek.Who was Socrates' ancestor? Socrates claims it was Daedalus, the mythical first
architect. Socrates' ancestors were also the first Western philosophers: the preSocratic thinkers of archaic
Greece where the Greek city-state with its monumental temples first came to light. McEwen brilliantly draws
out the connections between Daedalus and the earliest Greek thinkers, between architecture and the advent of
speculative thought. She argues that Greek thought and Greek architecture share a common ground in the
amazing fabrications of the legendary Daedalus: statues so animated with divine life that they had to be
bound in chains, the Labyrinth where Theseus slew the Minotaur, Ariadne's dancing floor in
Knossos.Socrates' Ancestor is an exploration as remarkable for its clarity as for its avoidance of
reductionism. Drawing as much on the power of myth and metaphor as on philosophical, philological, and
historical considerations, McEwen first reaches backward: from Socrates to the earliest written record of
Western philosophy in the Anaximander B1 fragment, and its physical expression in Anaximander's built
work - a "cosmic model" that consisted of a celestial sphere, a map of the world, and the first Greek sun
clock. From daedalean artifacts she draws out the centrality of early Greek craftsmanship and its role in the
making of the Greek city-state. The investigation then moves James forward to a discussion of the polis and
the first great peripteral temples that anchored for the meaning of "city."Indra Kagis McEwen teaches
architecture at the National Theatre School of Canada and at I'Université duQuébec à Montréal.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Socrates' Ancestor: An Essay on Architectural Beginnings.

Billy Reynolds:

The book Socrates' Ancestor: An Essay on Architectural Beginnings will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Socrates' Ancestor: An Essay on
Architectural Beginnings is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Arthur Pascual:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Socrates' Ancestor: An Essay on Architectural
Beginnings can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Socrates' Ancestor: An Essay on
Architectural Beginnings.

Latosha Page:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them
is niagra Socrates' Ancestor: An Essay on Architectural Beginnings.
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