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Part of the Reacting to the Past series, The Threshold of Democracy re-creates the intellectual dynamics
of one of the most formative periods in the human experience.

After nearly three decades of war, Sparta crushed democratic Athens, destroyed its great walls and warships,
occupied the city, and installed a brutal regime, “the Thirty Tyrants.” The excesses of the tyrants resulted in
civil war, and, as the game begins, they have been expelled and the democracy restored. But doubts about
democracy remain, expressed most ingeniously by Socrates and his young supporters. Will Athens retain a
political system where all decisions are made by an Assembly of six thousand or so citizens? Will leaders
continue to be chosen by random lottery? Will citizenship be broadened to include slaves who fought for the
democracy and foreign-born metics who paid taxes in its support? Will Athens rebuild its long walls and
warships and again extract tribute from city-states throughout the eastern Mediterranean? These and other
issues are sorted out by a polity fractured into radical and moderate democrats, oligarchs, and Socratics,
among others.

The debates are informed by Plato’s Republic, as well as excerpts from Thucydides, Xenophon, and other
contemporary sources. By examining democracy at its threshold, the game provides the perspective to
consider its subsequent evolution.

Reacting to the Past is a series of historical role-playing games that explore important ideas by re-creating
the contexts that shaped them. Students are assigned roles, informed by classic texts, set in particular
moments of intellectual and social ferment.

An award-winning active-learning pedagogy, Reacting to the Past improves speaking, writing, and
leadership skills, promotes engagement with classic texts and history, and builds learning communities.
Reacting can be used across the curriculum, from the first-year general education class to “capstone”
experiences. A Reacting game can also function as the discussion component of lecture classes, or it can be
enlisted for intersession courses, honors programs, and other specialized curricular purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

The knowledge that you get from The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past)
may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in
403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
kind of The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) instantly.

Beverly Ingram:

This The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Threshold of Democracy:
Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to the Past) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C. (Reacting to
the Past) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Beatrice Rogers:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Threshold of Democracy: Athens in 403 B.C.
(Reacting to the Past) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Frank Arnett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need
to understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update
concerning something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object.
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