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This pioneering study looks at the effects of prenatal testosterone on postnatal development and behavior.
Hormonal effects on behavior have long been studied in animals; the unique contribution of this book is to
suggest a connection between human fetal hormones and later behavior. It details for the first time
testosterone's effect on social and language development, opening a new avenue of research for cognitive
neuroscience.

The authors look at samples of amniotic fluid taken during amniocentesis at 16 weeks' gestation, and relate
the fetal level of testosterone (which is present in fetuses of both sexes, although in different quantities) to
behavior at ages 1, 2, and 4 years. They argue that the amniotic fluid provides a window into the child's past
-- a chemical record of that child's time in the womb -- that allows informed prediction about the child's
future brain, mind, and behavior. This is not the retrospective speculation of psychoanalysis, they point out,
but an opportunity to study development prospectively and trace developmental precursors and causes of
later cognition.

The study suggests that prenatal levels of testosterone affect a range of later behaviors in children, from the
inclination to make eye contact with others to the size of the vocabulary. It also suggests that prenatal
testosterone level may be related to the development of typically "masculine" and "feminine" behaviors. The
study's ongoing research explores whether fetal testosterone has any link with the risk of developing autism.
Connecting endocrinology and psychology, the authors propose that there is a biological component to
behaviors often thought to be produced by the social environment.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Prenatal Testosterone in Mind: Amniotic Fluid Studies
(MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important a book Prenatal Testosterone in Mind: Amniotic Fluid Studies (MIT Press). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Tammie Turman:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Prenatal Testosterone in Mind: Amniotic
Fluid Studies (MIT Press) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Marie Miles:

Beside that Prenatal Testosterone in Mind: Amniotic Fluid Studies (MIT Press) in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Prenatal Testosterone in Mind: Amniotic Fluid Studies (MIT Press)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
along with read it from now!

Amy Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Prenatal Testosterone in Mind: Amniotic Fluid Studies (MIT
Press) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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