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Returning to the kibbutz of his childhood to attend his father's funeral, Avraham Balaban confronts his
buried yet still intensely painful childhood memories. Comparing the kibbutz of today with that of his early
years, the author weaves together two interrelated stories: a sensitive artist growing up in the intensely
pragmatic world of Kibbutz Huldah and the rise and fall of a grand yet failed social experiment. As he moves
through the seven days of sitting shivah for his father, Balaban experiences an expanding cycle of
mourning?for self, family, the kibbutz, and Israel itself. With a poet's keen voice, Balaban pens a poignant,
frank portrait of the emotional damage wrought by the kibbutz educational system, which separated children
from their parents, hoping to establish a new kind of family, a nonbiological family. Indeed, he realizes that
he is mourning not the physical death of his father, but the much earlier death of the father-child bond. Only
the unwavering love of his remarkable mother rescued him. Readers will see the kibbutz movement, and
Israel in general, with new eyes after finishing this book.

In the process of unearthing his earliest memories, Balaban meditates on the mechanism of memory and the
forces that shape it. Thus, he examines the varied layers?familial, societal, and national?that establish
individual identity. During the shivah, he discovers the tremendous power of words in shaping one's world,
on the one hand, and their redemptive power on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandra Dunlap:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered.

Shirley Arrington:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mourning a Father Lost: A
Kibbutz Childhood Remembered. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Phillip Martin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Mourning a Father Lost:
A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Haydee Todd:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Mourning a Father Lost: A Kibbutz Childhood Remembered when you
needed it?
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