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The seventeenth and eighteenth centuries witnessed the growth of a unique relationship between the French
organ and the music written for it. Until recently, however, the roots of this precise musical tradition lay
hidden in the sixteenth century. Illuminating these mysteries for the modern audience, Mr. Douglass has
traced the development of the French organ from the sixteenth century through the Classical Period (1655-
1770).
For the first time in English, an explanation is given of the role of mixtures in the plenum of the French
instrument of the Classical Period. Because the plenum determines the very character of the organ, and
because the mixtures exert the strongest influence upon its sonority, the reader will be able to understand
why French composers were writing music for the plenum sharply different from that of their contemporaries
in northern Europe. Especially useful is the first complete compilation of known sources of information
about French classical organ restriction. Having assimilated the historical facts about the instrument, the
reader will be ready to interpret the music of this period on a modern organ.
Mr. Douglass is professor organ at the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music.
 
This authoritative study of the French classical organ is a major source for the interpretation of early French
organ music. For this new edition, the author has added a chapter on touch in early French organs and its
importance for practice. The bibliography has also been extensively revised.
 
Reviews of the previous edition:
 
"The extensive and valuable materials assembled in this study will make it indispensable to both the
performer and the scholar of French organ literature."—Almonte C. Howell, Jr., Notes
 
"The only work of its kind in English. . . . Bringing together all of the sources into one volume was alone a
task of considerable proportions, and the many conclusions drawn from a careful study of the sources make
it a necessary reference for any further study. It should be not only on the shelves but also in the mind of
every organ devotee."—Rudolph Kremer, Journal of the American Musicological Society
 
"Douglass has shown us the way that organ studies ought to develop over the next few decades."—Music
and Letters
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From reader reviews:

James Cansler:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Language of the Classical French Organ, a Musical Tradition Before 1800. (Study in History of Music)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Michael Burnette:

The knowledge that you get from The Language of the Classical French Organ, a Musical Tradition Before
1800. (Study in History of Music) is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Language of
the Classical French Organ, a Musical Tradition Before 1800. (Study in History of Music) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Language
of the Classical French Organ, a Musical Tradition Before 1800. (Study in History of Music) instantly.

Rosa Reid:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Language of the Classical French Organ, a Musical
Tradition Before 1800. (Study in History of Music) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Language of the Classical French Organ, a
Musical Tradition Before 1800. (Study in History of Music) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Shirley Cochran:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Language of the Classical French Organ, a Musical Tradition Before 1800. (Study in
History of Music) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being



creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Language of the Classical French Organ, a Musical
Tradition Before 1800. (Study in History of Music). You can more inviting than now.
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