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What Asylums Were, Are, and Ought to Be, first published in 1837, was of considerable significance in the
history of lunacy reform in Britain. It contains perhaps the single most influential portrait by a medical
author of the horrors of the traditional madhouse system. Its powerful and ideologically resonant description
of the contrasting virtues of the reformed asylum, a hive of therapeutic activity under the benevolent but
autocratic guidance and control of its medical superintendent, provided within a brief compass a strikingly
attractive alternative vision of an apparently attainable utopia. Browne’s book thus provided important
impetus to the efforts then under way to make the provision of county asylums compulsory, and towards the
institution of a national system of asylum inspection and supervision.

This edition, originally published in 1991 as part of the Tavistock Classics in the History of Psychiatry series,
contains a lengthy introductory essay by Andrew Scull. Scull discusses the social context within which What
Asylums Were, Are, and Ought to Be came to be written, examines the impact of the book on the progress of
lunacy reform, and places its author’s career in the larger framework of the development of Victorian
psychiatry as an organised profession. Through an examination of Browne’s tenure as superintendent of the
Crichton Royal Asylum in Dumfries, Scull compares the theory and practice of asylum care in the moral
treatment era, revealing the remorseless processes through which such philanthropic foundations degenerated
into more or less well-tended cemeteries for the still-breathing – institutions almost startlingly remote from
Browne’s earlier visions of what they ought to be.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Asylum as Utopia (Psychology Revivals):
W.A.F. Browne and the Mid-Nineteenth Century Consolidation of Psychiatry will make you to be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Richard Vazquez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Asylum as Utopia (Psychology Revivals):
W.A.F. Browne and the Mid-Nineteenth Century Consolidation of Psychiatry book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Omar Hinojosa:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is The Asylum as Utopia (Psychology Revivals): W.A.F. Browne and the Mid-Nineteenth Century
Consolidation of Psychiatry this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why
this book appropriate all of you.

Jewell Brundage:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Asylum as
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