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Ranching is as much a part of the West as its wide-open spaces. The mystique of rugged individualism has
sustained this activity well past the frontier era and has influenced how we view—and value—those open
lands.

Nathan Sayre now takes a close look at how the ranching ideal has come into play in the conversion of a
large tract of Arizona rangeland from private ranch to National Wildlife Refuge. He tells how the Buenos
Aires Ranch, a working operation for a hundred years, became not only a rallying point for multiple agendas
in the "rangeland conflict" after its conversion to a wildlife refuge but also an expression of the larger shift
from agricultural to urban economies in the Southwest since World War II.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service bought the Buenos Aires Ranch in 1985, removed all livestock, and
attempted to restore the land to its "original" grassland in order to protect an endangered species, the masked
bobwhite quail. Sayre examines the history of the ranch and the bobwhite together, exploring the interplay of
social, economic, and ecological issues to show how ranchers and their cattle altered the land—for better or
worse—during a century of ranching and how the masked bobwhite became a symbol for environmentalists
who believe that the removal of cattle benefits rangelands and wildlife.

Sayre evaluates both sides of the Buenos Aires controversy—from ranching's impact on the environment to
environmentalism's sometimes misguided efforts at restoration—to address the complex and contradictory
roles of ranching, endangered species conservation, and urbanization in the social and environmental
transformation of the West. He focuses on three dimensions of the Buenos Aires story: the land and its
inhabitants, both human and animal; the role of government agencies in shaping range and wildlife
management; and the various species of capital—economic, symbolic, and bureaucratic—that have
structured the activities of ranchers, environmentalists, and government officials.

The creation of the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge has been a symbolic victory for
environmentalists, but it comes at the cost of implicitly legitimizing the ongoing fragmentation and
suburbanization of Arizona's still-wild rangelands. Sayre reveals how the polarized politics of "the rangeland
conflict" have bound the Fish and Wildlife Service to a narrow, ineffectual management strategy on the
Buenos Aires, with greater attention paid to increasing tourism from birdwatchers than to the complex
challenge of restoring the masked bobwhite and its habitat. His findings show that the urban boom of the late
twentieth century echoed the cattle boom of a century before—capitalizing on land rather than grass, humans
rather than cattle—in a book that will serve as a model for restoration efforts in any environment.
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From reader reviews:

Lane James:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Ranching, Endangered Species,
and Urbanization in the Southwest: Species of Capital (La Frontera: People and Their Environments in the
US-Mexico Borderlands) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Deanna Reed:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ranching, Endangered Species, and
Urbanization in the Southwest: Species of Capital (La Frontera: People and Their Environments in the US-
Mexico Borderlands) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bernice Martinez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is
this Ranching, Endangered Species, and Urbanization in the Southwest: Species of Capital (La Frontera:
People and Their Environments in the US-Mexico Borderlands).

Shelley Gavin:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free



time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ranching, Endangered Species, and Urbanization in the
Southwest: Species of Capital (La Frontera: People and Their Environments in the US-Mexico Borderlands)
can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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