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In much of modern fiction, it is the clothes that make the character. Garments embody personal and national
histories. They convey wealth, status, aspiration, and morality (or a lack thereof). They suggest where
characters have been and where they might be headed, as well as whether or not they are aware of their fate.
At the Mercy of Their Clothes explores the agency of fashion in modern literature, its reflection of new
relations between people and things, and its embodiment of a rapidly changing society confronted by war
and cultural and economic upheaval. In some cases, people need garments to realize themselves. In other
cases, the clothes control the person who wears them.

Celia Marshik's study combines close readings of modernist and middlebrow works, a history of Britain in
the early twentieth century, and the insights of thing theory. She focuses on four distinct categories of
modern clothing: the evening gown, the mackintosh, the fancy dress costume, and secondhand attire. In their
use of these clothes, we see authors negotiate shifting gender roles, weigh the value of individuality during
national conflict, work through mortality, and depict changing class structures. Marshik's dynamic
comparisons put Ulysses in conversation with Rebecca, Punch cartoons, articles in Vogue, and letters from
consumers, illuminating opinions about specific garments and a widespread anxiety that people were no
more than what they wore. Throughout her readings, Marshik emphasizes the persistent animation of
clothing?and objectification of individuals?in early-twentieth-century literature and society. She argues that
while artists and intellectuals celebrated the ability of modern individuals to remake themselves, a range of
literary works and popular publications points to a lingering anxiety about how political, social, and
economic conditions continued to constrain the individual.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Dennis:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular At the Mercy of Their Clothes: Modernism, the
Middlebrow, and British Garment Culture (Modernist Latitudes) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Lucille Chenier:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book At the Mercy of Their Clothes: Modernism, the Middlebrow,
and British Garment Culture (Modernist Latitudes) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Loyd Tyler:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to your account is At the Mercy of Their Clothes: Modernism, the Middlebrow, and
British Garment Culture (Modernist Latitudes) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book.
That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Dominique Rigney:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book At the Mercy of Their Clothes: Modernism, the
Middlebrow, and British Garment Culture (Modernist Latitudes) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose



easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the book At the Mercy of
Their Clothes: Modernism, the Middlebrow, and British Garment Culture (Modernist Latitudes) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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