
Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical
Practice

Stephen R. L. Clark

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=022633967X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=022633967X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=022633967X


Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical Practice

Stephen R. L. Clark

Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical Practice Stephen R. L. Clark
Plotinus, the Roman philosopher (c. 204-270 CE) who is widely regarded as the founder of Neoplatonism,
was also the creator of numerous myths, images, and metaphors. They have influenced both secular
philosophers and Christian and Muslim theologians, but have frequently been dismissed by modern scholars
as merely ornamental. In this book, distinguished philosopher Stephen R. L. Clark shows that they form a
vital set of spiritual exercises by which individuals can achieve one of Plotinus’s most important goals: self-
transformation through contemplation.
           
Clark examines a variety of Plotinus’s myths and metaphors within the cultural and philosophical context of
his time, asking probing questions about their contemplative effects. What is it, for example, to “think away
the spatiality” of material things? What state of mind is Plotinus recommending when he speaks of love, or
drunkenness, or nakedness? What star-like consciousness is intended when he declares that we were once
stars or are stars eternally? What does it mean to say that the soul goes around God? And how are we
supposed to “bring the god in us back to the god in all”? Through these rich images and structures, Clark
casts Plotinus as a philosopher deeply concerned with philosophy as a way of life. 
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

This Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical Practice usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical
Practice can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical Practice giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rose Villegas:

The e-book with title Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical Practice includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Samuel Hamby:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical
Practice can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

David McMillian:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book Plotinus: Myth, Metaphor, and Philosophical Practice was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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