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The impulse to write Iter Tolkienensis came from a book by Steve Ponty: Middle-earth in Magic Mirror
Maps of Wales … of the Wilderness in Wales … of the Shire in England (Matador, 2014). The insight of
Ponty’s book is that the maps in The Hobbit are the mirror images of the maps of Wales.

Ponty’s insight prompted me to return to a question that I had raised in my article “The Linguistic Landscape
of Tolkien’s Shire” in A Tolkienian Mathomium (2006), where I equated the real-world Bredon with Bree
Hill of Middle-earth due to both a correlation of meaning and of location. “The suggestion is intriguing,” I
noted, “and certainly begs to be followed up on, but that is another story.”

Iter Tolkienensis is the story that I should have told, but didn’t after my article. It starts in Buckland (near
Evesham), proceeds west (Middle-earth east) to Bredon Hill, and then follows the road into Wales that is
known in its latest incarnation as the M50 and the A40.

The name Iter Tolkienensis is an echo of the book title Iter Britanniarum, an extract of the Roman Roads of
Britain from the Antonine Itinerary, a famous itinerarium, or list of the Roman stations and the distances
between them along the various roads of the Roman Empire.

Though the selection of the route is admittedly arbitrary, it nevertheless offers a good assortment of real-
world place names that can profitably be viewed through a Tolkienian lens, which is a linguistic perspective
that begins with a name or a word, and then looks for its story in the real world with which Tolkien was
familiar.

Iter Tolkienensis will, therefore, look at the meanings and stories of the place names that the route passes
along the way, place names that might be translations or corruptions of those on a map of Middle-earth. Iter
Tolkienensis passes places that could be Minhiriath, and the family estates of the Gamgee-s and Boffin-s; the
Black Country, a rope-walk, and a lookout post; Rivendell, Esgaroth, and Eryn Vorn; before reaching The
Carrock, Dol Guldur, and the Ivy Bush; to name but a few.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland
(Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen, Wales).

Louis McCarthy:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Iter
Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen,
Wales). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Mark Bunnell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Iter Tolkienensis: A
Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen, Wales) suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Iter Tolkienensis: A
Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland (Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen, Wales)is the main
of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world within this book.

James Waddell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely Iter Tolkienensis: A Tolkiennymical Road Trip from Buckland



(Worcestershire) to The Ivy Bush (Carmarthen, Wales).
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