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Throughout his literary work Goethe portrays characters who defy and reject 18th and 19th century ideals of
aristocratic and civil families, notions of heritage, assumptions about biological connections, expectations
about heterosexuality, and legal mandates concerning marriage. The questions Goethe's plays and novels
pose are often modern and challenging: Do social conventions, family expectations, and legal mandates
matter? Can two men or two women pair together and be parents? How many partners or parents should
there be? Two? One? A group? Can parents love children not biologically related to them? Do biological
parents always love their children? What is the nature of adoptive parents, children, and families?
Ultimately, what is the fundamental essence of love and family?

Gustafson demonstrates that Goethe's conception of the elective affinities is certainly not limited to
heterosexual spouses or occasionally to men desiring men. A close analysis of Goethe's explication of
affinities throughout his literary production reveals his rejection of loveless relationships (for example,
arranged marriages) and his acceptance and promotion of all relationships formed through spontaneous
affinities and love (including heterosexual, same-sex, nonexclusive, group, parental, and adoptive).
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Goethe's Families
of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directions in German
Studies)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Thomas Bedwell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Goethe's
Families of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Cynthia Caron:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Goethe's Families of the Heart (New
Directions in German Studies) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Goethe's
Families of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies) as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Richard Mendoza:

You can obtain this Goethe's Families of the Heart (New Directions in German Studies) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your



e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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