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In this companion volume to their 1981 work, A Philosophical Basis of Medical Practice, Pellegrino and
Thomasma examine the principle of beneficence and its role in the practice of medicine. Their analysis,
which is grounded in a thorough-going philosophy of medicine, addresses a wide array of practical and
ethical concerns that are a part of health care decision-making today. Among these issues are the
withdrawing and withholding of nutrition and hydration, competency assessment, the requirements for valid
surrogate decision-making, quality-of-life determinations, the allocation of scarce health care resources,
medical gatekeeping, and for-profit medicine. The authors argue for the restoration of beneficence (re-
interpreted as beneficence-in-trust) to its place as the fundamental principle of medical ethics. They maintain
that to be guided by beneficence a physician must perform a right and good healing action which is
consonant with the individual patient's values. In order to act in the patient's best interests, or the patient's
good, the physician and patient must discern what that good is. This knowledge is gained only through a
process of dialogue between patient and/or family and physician which respects and honors the patient's
autonomous self-understanding and choice in the matter of treatment options. This emphasis on a dialogical
discernment of the patient's good rejects the assumption long held in medicine that what is considered to be
the medical good is necessarily the good for this patient. In viewing autonomy as a necessary condition of
beneficence, the authors move beyond a trend in the medical ethics literature which identifies beneficence
with paternalism. In their analysis of beneficence, the authors reject the current emphasis on rights- and
duty-based ethical systems in favor of a virtue-based theory which is grounded in the physician-patient
relationship. This book's provocative contributions to medical ethics will be of great interest not only to
physicians and other health professionals, but also to ethicists, students, patients, families, and all others
concerned with the relationship of professional to patient and patient to professional in health care today.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

The book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book For the Patient's Good: The Restoration
of Beneficence in Health Care has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Bobby House:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of For the Patient's
Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Timothy Hardy:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like For the Patient's Good: The
Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Joshua Miner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of
Beneficence in Health Care or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes For the Patient's Good: The Restoration of Beneficence in Health Care to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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